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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7003 of May 14, 1997

National Safe Boating Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
America’s scenic waterways—the beautiful lakes, magnificent rivers, and
immense oceans at our borders—are a national treasure. Some 76 million
Americans of all ages and abilities—more than one-fourth of our Nation’s
population—take to these vast resources every year to enjoy the beauty of
the outdoors, each in his or her own way. But boaters too often forget that,
besides being relaxing and fun, boating can be dangerous.

The U.S. Coast Guard’s most recent annual statistics reveal 851 fatalities re-
lated to recreational boating, a 13 percent increase from the previous year.
Tragically, 90 percent of those victims were not wearing a life jacket. Be-
cause falling overboard and capsizing are the two leading causes of all rec-
reational boating fatalities, this safety device is essential to boating safety.
Refraining from drinking alcohol is also essential to assure safe boating, as
more than half of all boating accidents involve alcohol.

Safe-boating education, which is available through a wide variety of
sources—the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, U.S. Power Squadrons, State and
local governments, and numerous private organizations—is another key to
accident prevention. Ninety percent of all boating fatalities occur on boats
whose operators had no formal boating safety instruction. By word and by
example, we must inform and educate both current and future generations
of boaters to become knowledgeable boat operators. Learn about safety
equipment and the ‘‘rules of the road.’’ Then follow a few simple rules:
wear a life jacket; never drink while boating; operate at safe speeds; and
be alert for weather changes.

By making safety the first priority and emphasizing the necessity for all
boaters, especially children, to wear life jackets, we can help to put tragic
boating accidents behind us and enjoy more fully the beauty and excite-
ment of the open water.

I commend the U.S. Coast Guard, Federal departments and agencies, States
and local governments, and the many recreational boating organizations
who are actively promoting saving lives on the water through the theme
of this year’s campaign: ‘‘Life Jackets. They Float. You Don’t.’’

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices the year-round,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 161), as
amended, has authorized and requested the President to proclaim annually
the seven-day period prior to the Memorial Day Weekend as ‘‘National Safe
Boating Week.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23, 1997, as
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National Safe Boating Week. I encourage the Governors of the 50 States, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and officials of other areas subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States to join in observing this occasion and to
urge all Americans to practice safe boating habits not only during this week
but also throughout the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7004 of May 19, 1997

World Trade Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Two statistics sum up both the challenge and the promise of today’s dy-
namic global economy: 95 percent of the world’s consumers live outside
the United States, and U.S. exports generated more than $830 billion in
sales in 1996. The theme of this year’s World Trade Week, ‘‘Make Locally,
Sell Globally,’’ exhorts American businesses to take advantage of the enor-
mous commercial potential of the international marketplace, and we are
poised to do so.

Over the past 4 years, trade has spurred more than a quarter of our overall
domestic economic growth. During this period, the United States under the
leadership of the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative signed more than
200 new trade agreements and is once again the world’s leading exporter.
In recent months, we have concluded historic agreements in the World
Trade Organization that opened up the world telecommunications services
market to U.S. firms. We also have negotiated a pact that will eliminate tar-
iffs on information technology products by the year 2000. Together, these
agreements offer American business better access to markets representing
more than $1 trillion in goods and services and are models for further mar-
ket-opening initiatives.

The North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) has not only increased
trade with our member partners to a level of $425 billion annually, but also
has provided greater stability to the global economy. We are committed to
building on this success by achieving a Free Trade Area of the Americas,
and we look toward a comprehensive trade agreement with Chile as the
next concrete step in this direction.

Selling globally also requires vigorous trade enforcement efforts, such as
those we initiated recently by improving the protection of intellectual prop-
erty rights in China and some 20 other countries around the world. Our
ongoing efforts to eliminate trade barriers in Asia have already paid divi-
dends—for example, U.S. exports to Japan have grown by more than 40
percent since 1993. We will also continue to strictly enforce existing trade
laws to ensure that imported goods in U.S. markets do not enjoy an unfair
advantage over those produced by U.S. companies and workers.
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